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July 20, 2018 

 

Dear Sea Pines Property Owners,  

As you may know, the Sea Pines Community Services Associates, (CSA), Board of Directors recently passed a 

resolution to enter into an agreement to increase the Sea Pines “daily visitor gate fee” from $6 to $8 that will 

go into effect on August 1, 2018. (Click here to read that original communication.)  

Since this decision, we have received a lot of questions and have seen information being presented to the 

community by various property owners related to this new agreement.  I have read some of these statements 

and seen a specific petition with very different views than most members of the CSA Board who approved this 

agreement. 

Sea Pines is a beautiful place!  A place we call home.  Most of us are here by choice, many of us aspired for 

years to be able to purchase property in this wonderful place where we spent vacations with family and 

friends.  Our recent community wide survey confirmed that the vast majority of you visited Sea Pines on a 

vacation prior to buying here.  I hope you bought here for what you experienced; days on the beach, a round 

of golf, perhaps meeting up with family and old friends to enjoy all that Sea Pines has to offer.  We vacationed 

here first and bought villas or homes and hoped one day we might live permanently in Sea Pines.  Many of 

you, like me, are fulfilling your dreams here.   

Sea Pines, by its very nature, is a vibrant and desired place to be.  Charles Fraser planned the community to be 

a magnet for others to come and stay, live and play.  As part of that original plan Sea Pines was developed as 

an integrated Resort and Residential community, business and recreational lands became critical to the 

attraction of Sea Pines.   

Since then, time has moved on, Sea Pines is now all but fully developed, more people are riding bikes and 

walking the pathways.  Golf and tennis remain critical amenities and continue to flourish under The Resort, 

Sea Pines Country Club and South Beach Racquet Club.  I believe most of the residential property owners want 

this success to continue.  Most continue to want the commercial businesses in Sea Pines to flourish and the 

owners of these lands to remain successful.  I can’t think of a single conversation with anyone who did not 

want this to happen.  We want this because they are all part of Sea Pines and part of why we wanted to be 

here. 

This is why it is so concerning when information is not presented from all perspectives.  The CSA Board of 

Directors must look at it from this view, the Board’s mission has been and continues to be “To protect, 

maintain, and enhance the resources of Sea Pines Plantation for the benefit of the Sea Pines Community”.  The 

members of the CSA Board represent all of the forms of land and purpose within Sea Pines as the community 

was planned, whether it be residential, commercial or Resort and recreational.   

 

 

http://www.seapinesliving.com/
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/CSA-Board-of-Directors-Approves-New-Sea-Pines-Gate-Fee-Agreement.html?soid=1102037603369&aid=iejWttgx9qs
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This Board passed this agreement with the best interest of the entire community in mind.  The agreement may 

not be perfect, nor does it solely represent the interests of any single member, it was a compromise after long 

and diligent work by all the parties.   

So you are aware, a draft of the new agreement was inappropriately disclosed to the public. This is not the 

final agreement. We have had several request to provide a final copy of the agreement. The CSA Board has, by 

policy provided that the content of agreements and contracts like this be kept confidential. I believe the Board 

feels this policy is in the best interest of all parties. However, to provide all the information to you that we can, 

we have developed a lengthy time line and historical description of past agreements, their financial impact on 

Sea Pines and CSA, responses to some of the questions we have received and our response to statements 

made in a petition now circulating. If you have any interest in this information please click here.  

I understand many of you have concerns with what is being said, implied and may be imagined by you when 

you hear things.  Some of you may be hearing about what is being said for the first time in this letter. If you 

have questions I hope this information is helpful, I know it is a lot and is challenging to understand in its 

totality.  I am not sending it to create an additional stir, but anticipate that more questions will occur.  As we 

try to keep you informed we will do our best to provide you with answers.   

Unfortunately there is no single reference manual on Sea Pines.  We are not only a beautiful place, but also a 

complex mixed use land development with an astonishing amount of history, diversity and governing 

documents.  I hope that what we are providing you today helps. We have tried to keep all ownership 

perspectives in mind, but we understand that some may not agree. I want all to know we remain open to 

honest appropriate discussion.     

Respectfully,  

 

Bret Martin, 

CSA President     
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